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The Bushmen’s reaction was contemptuous towards the gift since they felt that it was thin and that it could not produce enough meat that would satisfy them to the point that they would dance. “Everybody knows there is no meat on that old ox. What did you expect us to eat off it, the horns?” (Lee, 1969) Richard states that eight different people had similar feelings that the Christmas ox that he had purchased as a gift was not what he had expected when buying it. The reaction from the Tswana cattle owner would be enough to convince anyone that indeed Lee had been cheated since the cattle owner knew more about cattle than Richard.
After the bull is slaughtered, Richard learns that the Bushmen were just making fun of him and his gift. He establishes that they were making jokes to criticize his decision about the black ox, which was a common practice among their culture. They did that to keep his arrogance in check. No matter what a bushman does, everyone tries to disregard the action so as not to fuel his ego.
There are several things that we can learn from the Bushmen. First, they teach us the importance of maintaining one's culture. The Bushmen heed to their norms and do their best to practice them whenever the need arises. We also learn the importance of humility. The reaction of the Bushmen towards Richard’s ox was meant to teach him and the reader about humility. It is due to his power in the community, since he was the sole source of tobacco in hundreds of miles, which led to the Bushmen fooling him about his big ox. The Bushmen made Richard feel bad about his choice in order to put him in his place. I think this is a good practice that can be effective in several scenarios. We should not be quick to praise people since that will make them look down on everyone. Keeping everyone’s humility in check helps to create balance in the community.
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